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AGRICULTURE & HORTICULTURE

Gardening in the Big Horn Basin

Gardening can be challenging in the Big Horn Basin. Our native soils are low in organic matter; the arid Newsletters
climate causes salts to accumulate in the soil; an unexpected late or early frost can kill plants. But we
also have some advantages here like the long hot summers, low humidity, and relatively little wind
compared to much of Wyoming.

Please be sure to come visit the Wortand Communify Garden this summer, and sign up for our
HOCURINe EMtiSE Agriculture & Horticulture Contact

Here are some resources that will help you get off to a good start, and hopefully inspire many years of
fun and productive gardening

Articles by Dr. Caitlin:
« Growing Healthy Soil in the Garden
« Fall Soil Prep
« Saline Soils Present Special Problems

Getting Started:
« UW Extension: Viegetables in Wyoming
o UW BnB: Garden Economics
« UW BnB: Strawberries

o UW BnB: Raspberries

Caitlin Youngquist
Extension Educator
Washakie County Office
(307) 347-3421
cyoungau@uwyo.edu

Raised Beds and Containers
« UW Extension: Container Gardening
« WSU Extension: Strawbale Gardening
« USU Extension: Raised Bed Gardening
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#Wiks February March April May June July August September | Oct
start #Wks to
Vegetable | seed setout
before vs. frost 21 9)16)23) 1| 8 |15)22|29) 5 |12)18(25] 3 |10)17(24)31( 7 | 14|21 ## 5 |12|19|26) 2| 9| 16|23|30] 6|13 20| 27) 4|11
set out free
date
Peas 3-4 | 6-88B HE FP FP # & [ #
Spinach/Kale a-.g | 3-65 ot I I | Fp_EP_FE # O # #
Cabbage 4-6 4B 51 [SI S1 sl FP |FP FP # # #
Radish* 4B P [EP 8 & &
Beets* 3B FP FP #|# # #
Potatoes*® FP # until 1st frost ---——-
Broccoli 4-6 3B sl |51 FP |FP # # #
Lettuce 4-5 3B 51 sl FF FP #l# #
I Carrots* 18 FP FP AR
Chard 4-6 2B sl sl FP FP # until 1st frost --—————-——— -
Green Beans® D-2A FP FP # until 1st frost —-———>
Sweet Corn® 0-2A FP FP ¥ # B #
Cucumbers 3-4 | 1-2A sl s FP FP gl &8 # #
Summer Sguash 3-4 2A sl 1sl FP B O# B #
Winter Sguash 3-4 2A sl s FP # # #
Canteloupe 3-4 2A gl =i FP #l g &
Watermelon 3-4 2A sl 151 FP # # #
Eggplant 8-10| 2-3A sl sl |51 sl FP FP # until 15t frost —--—--————eeeeeeeeee-
Peppers B-9 2A S1_ sl EP # until 1st frost ———>
Tomatoes 6-8 | 1-2A sl sl sl FF FP # until 15t frost —---—-——eeeeeeeeeee -
p|ahn\-t} ;;:b;;; d ;:,:,:;;;:;;; in B = Before, A = After FP = First Planting Last Spring Frost First Fall Frost
beds. * = Seed Outdoors 51 = Start Indoors # = Produce Ripening
©Better Hens and Gardens
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Small containers
Raised beds

Straw bales

In the ground




" -

s S







Step 1 : Set aside soil from first

Work compost into bottom of
hrst trench

Place soil from second trench
into ﬁrst trench
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Straw bale Garden
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Enriched with Controlled Release Fertilizer
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Potting Soll
For use in (small) container gardens, or house plants
Not economical for use on a large scale
Re-use next year, add a little fertilizer
Can be used for starting seeds, depending on quality
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. ot Ace Composted Manure
b sl and lc n bt
f ol when planting o transplanting
Analysis:
m B 05%
ot Phosphoric Acid (P.0g) o 0.0%
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"'mposted Manure i

DIRECTIONS AND USES

ROSES
Place mixture of 1 Part Acg o

9 Sk ¥ ,Nssoﬂinbu\\omq i
Pole wihen Oig, Govor ity g,

layer af S0il then set plants, ;
POTTING /
Mix 1:part Ace Composted Mne

_ Wwith4 Dal’ts Soil.

"HOUSE PLANTS -
Use one |evel teiolespoon of hug
CGomposted Manure for every inch ot

pot diameter, Mix and water.

INGREDIENTS:
Derived from Composted Mani
Forest Products and Compost

Soil Amendments
For mixing into soll

Provides long-term nutrients
Improves soil health
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Table 1. Differences in quality, production, and value between cormmon home-

grown and store-bought vegetables in Washington as an example (adapted

from Antonelli et al. 2004).

Garden & Store

Difference in Production per Relative
Square Foot Monetary Value
Bean, Green medium® gk medium
Best mediurm high medium
Baok Chay low™ mediunm medium
Brocooli medium hiigh high
Brussels Sprout miedium lowe high
Cabbage o Iorew low
Carrat rniedium gk mmiedium
Cauliflower o medium high
Celery low medium mmiedium
Chard, Swiss high high medium
Collards miedium mediunm high
Com, Sweet high loeew lowr
Cucumber medium mediunm high
Edamarme high medium high
Eggplant mnedium lorw high
Kale medium high high
Faohirabi lowe medium medium

Lethuce, Leaf medium rmediurnm high
Lettuce, Head o |coow medium
Muskmelon (Cantaloups) b o medium
Onion, Bulb low rnedium lonar
Cnicn, Green high high high
Parsmip low rmedium medium
Pea high rmiediunm high
Pepper miedium o high
Potato borar rmesdium lonar
Purnpkin lovwr low lonar
Radish borar high medium
Rhubart medium high high
Spinach medium mediunm medium
Squash, Summer hhigh hiighi high
Squash, Winter low mediunm b
Tomato high mediunm high
Turmnip low high medium
Watermelon low v low

'High mdicates this home-grown vegetable is far supenor to the store-bought version
*Medium indicates this home-grown vegetable is somewhat superior to the store- bought version.
*Low indicates there is litthe difference between the home-grown and store-bought versions.




Choosing seeds or transplants

Direct seed

Large seeds

Deep taproots

Others

Corn Radishes Garlic {cloves)
Beans Beets Leaf lettuce
Peas Turnips Arugula
Squash Carrots Mustard
Pumpkins Rutabaga Potatoes
Cucumbers Parsnips (called “seaed"
Melons potatoes)
Transplant only
Long-season crops
Tomatoes Tomatillos Eggplant
Hot peppers Bell peppers Basil

Direct seed or transplant

Cabbage family Beet family Onion family
Broccoli Chard Onions
Cauliflower Spinach Leeks
Collard greens Quinoa Chives
Cabbage Herbs Others
Kale Parsley Head lettuce
Kohlrabi Cilantro

Bok choi
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parkler White Tip Ra ish has

appearance and quality. A sma i

scarlet red in color with a white lowend radish,

"gh:s variety has sweet, mild, ﬁne_tethuth\rd.
eep the plants growing with consistent & Besh

moisture to prevent their being hot and pithy

1

When Soil Warms i
Spring/Late Summer
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WATER
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WEEDS







Old carpet
(and less weeds)

Lots of weeds













