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tundra. These are all scenes that could be happening

Approximately the same size as the United States, Australia is
75% of Australia is the lowest, flattest and second driest continent (Antarctica is the
driest). More than 75% of Australia is classified as rangeland.
Water is in very short supply throughout most of the continent
and most of the population lives within 100 km of the ocean.
About two-thirds of Australia’s land is used for agriculture, mostly grazing by sheep or cattle on
native pastures. In the Outback, native aboriginal people use prescribed fire to manage the
grasslands. They recognize that fire replenishes the earth and the plants they depend on for life
come back again after the fire. The outback is also home to a diverse set of animal species, such as
the kangaroo, emu and dingo. TheDingo Fence was built to restrict dingo movements into
agricultural areas towards the south east of the continent. The marginally fertile parts are primarily
utilised as rangelands and have been traditionally used for sheep or cattle grazing, on cattle
stations which are leased from the Federal Government. While small areas of the outback consist
of clay soils the majority has exceedingly infertile palaeosols. Riversleigh, in Queensland, is one of
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There are a number of descriptions of Australian grasslands (e.g. McTaggart, 1936; Moore, 1970, 1993; Groves and Williams, 1981) that have been
- drawn on in preparing this webpage. Following Moore (1970), all herbaceous communities used for livestock production are considered grasslands,
SearCh by > Key TO pIC [] L] [] L] and include both native communities that are grazed and pastures composed of mainly introduced plants, either sown or volunteer. This webpage
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areas in southern Australia (about half of all irrigation water in Australia is used on pastures).
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and advocates view wolves as an apex carnivore necessary for ecosystem restoration.

+ Mexican Gray Wolf : In the Southwest, the Mexican gray walf (Canis lupus baileyi, often called the
Mexican wolf) is a small, rare, genetically distinct subspecies from the Northern gray wolf. Mexican gray
wolves were largely eliminated by the 1970s due to widespread eradication efforts in the United States
and Mexico. The recovery strategy for the region aims to use a captive breeding program to increase
the population of wolves and reintroduce captive wolves in eastern Arizona and western New Mexico.
"Mexican Wolf 02-01-2009 42 < by David Ellis = is licensed by CC BY 2.0~

+ Northern Gray Wolf : In the Northern Rocky Mauntains, wolves (Canis fupus) had been eliminated, but
there were healthy populations across the border to Canada. The recovery strategy for the region was
to relocate wild wolves from Canada into suitable habitats in central Idaho (35 animals) and
Yellowstone National Park (31 animals). The ariginal goal of the recovery program was three
populations of 150 wolves. The Northern gray wolf was removed from the endangered species list in
2012, at which time there were thought to be 1,774 wild wolves living in three genetically connected
populations. “Gray Wolf = by funpics47: is licensed by CC BY 2.0

the Mexican wolf) is a small, rare, genetically distinct subspecies from the Northern
gray wolf. Mexican gray wolves were largely eliminated by the 1970s due to
widespread eradication efforts in the United States and Mexico. The recovery strategy
for the region aims to use a captive breeding program to increase the population of
wolves and reintroduce captive wolves into eastern Arizona and western New Mexico.
*Mexican wolf & by Jim Clark/USFWS Endangered Species # is licensed under CC BY
2.0

The objective of this section is to provide background on the Mexican Wolf Recavery
Program and outline the complex relationship between humans and wolves.
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